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Objectives 
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We are here to help. 



Where you fit… 
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Institutions Total Grant Dollars 

Distribution of Grant Dollars 

1-50 51+ 

Number of Grants Institution Count Percent 

1 680 37.44% 

2-3 430 23.68% 

4-5 157 8.65% 

6-15 229 12.61% 

16-30 92 5.07% 

31-50 52 2.86% 

51-100 53 2.92% 

101-200 44 2.42% 

201-300 26 1.43% 

301-500 29 1.60% 

501+ 24 1.32% 

Grand Total 1816 100.00% 

*as of 01/2011 
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Institution Grant Distribution 
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Portal to NSF Financial Functions 

Select NSF User 
 from the dropdown menu 

then click     ------ 

Research.gov uses 
the same credentials 

as FastLane 

Enter your Last Name, 
NSF User ID, and 
Password 
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Accessing NSF Financial Functions 

Financial Functions such 
as Cash Request and EFT 
Update can 
be accessed via 
Single Sign-On 
by selecting the link 
located under NSF 
FastLane Services 
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Financial Functions Menu 
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Financial Functions for State University 



Grantee EFT Update 
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Cash Request 
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Cash Request History 



Fixing Mistakes 
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Accessing the Federal Financial Report  
   

Access the Federal Financial Report (FFR) via the links 
provided in either location 
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Federal Financial Report (FFR) 
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Click on the 
current quarter 
end date to access 
the FFR.  Status 
should be “Open” 
until the user 
submits the report 
to NSF. 



FFR Due Dates 
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FFR Attachment 
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The columns 
outlined in orange 
are updated by the 
grantee. The 
cumulative 
amount reported 
cannot exceed the 
Total Federal Funds 
Authorized. 



FFR Single-Award Institution 
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Institutions with only one 
active award will be 
routed directly to the FFR 
page for expenditure 
input. 

The NSF Award ID is 
identified on line 2. 

Line 5 is enabled for the 
preparer to enter a 
Recipient Account Number 
or Identifying Number. 

The new Cumulative 
Federal Share of 
Expenditures is to be 
entered on line 10e. 



FFR Multi-Award Institution (Top Half) 
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It is important to 
reconcile the calculated 
Cash on Hand (line 10c) 
to your books. 

If needed, enter 
adjustments to closed 
awards via the Enter 
Adjustments link. 



FFR Adjustments to Financially Closed 
Awards 
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Enter the NSF Award ID, 
New Cumulative Amount, 
and a Justification in order 
to increase or decrease 
previously reported 
expenditures. 

Adjustments of less than 
± $300 are not accepted. 



FFR Multi-Award Institution (Bottom Half) 
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All institutions are required 
to access the Program 
Income worksheet and 
either Enter Program 
Income or validate that the 
institution has no program 
income to report. 

Remarks are required 
when an institution has 
a positive Cash on Hand 
(line 10c) balance. 



FFR Program Income 
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Program Income accrued 
during the grant period is 
to be added to funds 
committed to the project. 
(see Section VI-F of the AAG) 

Enter the NSF Award ID, 
Program Income Earned, 
and Program Income 
Expended when income 
has been earned by the 
institution as a result of 
the grant activities. 
  OR 
Check the box at the 
bottom of the worksheet 
if the institution has not 
earned program income. 
 



FFR Improvements 
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New awards 
are highlighted 
in green text 
and have a 
green star. 

Awards with 
canceling 
appropriations 
are highlighted 
in red text and 
have a red flag. 



Access to Award Information  
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Clicking on an award number will 
now open the Research.gov 
award details page. 



Cash on Hand Reconciliations 

• Common issues institutions have: 
– Refunds credited to canceled appropriations don’t appear 

on the FFR – this becomes a manual reconciliation item 

– Lingering difference that lasts until the final award expires 
leaving a balance at the end with no active awards 

– Reported expenditure or cash  
draw errors that are not 
caught during the institution  
reconciliations 

– Crediting refund errors 

– Tax debt offset credit 
withholdings either to/from  
NSF 
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FFR Certification (Preparer) 
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Users also have the 
option to print the full 
report to PDF from 
the Certification page 

The FFR preparer will 
forward the report to 
the FFR certifier for 
certification once it 
has been completed 
by selecting  



FFR Certification (Certifier) 

The FFR certifier will be notified via email 
once the FFR preparer has forwarded the 
report. The FFR certifier will then need to 
review and approve the submission. 

Certify the data by checking the box next 
to I Certify, and select the Save and 
Submit to NSF button. 
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ARRA Update 

 

• OMB Memo M-11-34 

– What does the memo require? 

• Accelerate Spending 

–By 09/30/2013 

• Reclaim Unspent Funds 

– Exceptions? 

• Limited Waivers 
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ARRA Expenditure Projections 
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ARRA Update: OMB M-11-34 

• NSF Implementation Strategy 

– Interagency Coordination 

– Aggressive Stratification 

– Waiver Application 

– Award Modifications 

– Aggressive Communication 

 

• What YOU need to know? 



Canceling Appropriations 
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Public Law 101-510 requires that all 
federal agencies financially close fixed year 
appropriation accounts and cancel any 
remaining balances by September 30th of 
the 5th year after the period of availability. 

How does this affect you? 



New Approach to Award Payments 
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Award Cash Management $ervice  
(ACM$) 



Award Payment Process 

 
 

   

• Cash pooling 

• Award level detail P 
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NEW APPROACH 



Why? 

• Transparency  

• Accountability 

• Timeliness 

• OMB Compliance 
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Comparison 

FastLane 
(Pooling Payment Request) 

1. Institutional level records 

2. Payment requests provide 
total of all institutional 
grant fund needs 

3. Quarterly reconciliation 

4. Distribution of payment 
received may not match 
records that produced the 
payment request 

ACM$ 
(Award Level Detail Payment Request) 

1. Award level records  

2. Payment requests provide 
detail that matches 
awardee records 

3. Real-time reconciliation 

4. Payment file detail can be 
used to eliminate 
distribution discrepancies 
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ACM$: Transition Model 

• NSF is currently in the design and 
development phase 

• Target implementation date: 2013 

• Timeline selected to minimize interference 
with awardee fiscal year end tasks 

• Reconciliation process: 

– Insure all awardee balances match NSF award 
balances  

– Bring Cash on Hand (COH) balances to zero ($0) 
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Post Implementation 
   FFR Reconciliation 
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Standard FFR 

•Due 10/30/2012 

Cash Shutdown 

 

Reconciliation FFR 

•Due 01/31/2013 

System 
Implementation 

•Institutions will be given 
access to the new 
system when they have: 

•Completed filing their 
12/31/2012 FFR (due by 
01/31/2013) 

•A $0 COH from the 
pooling method 

Completion of 
Reconciliation 
Process 

•Reconciliation will occur 
post implementation 

09/30/2012 12/24/2012 12/31/2012 01/02/2013 TBD 



ACM$: Preparing for the Change 

• What can you do now to prepare? 
–Reconcile the Cash on Hand (COH) balance 

reported on your quarterly FFR to the COH 
balance on your financial records 
• Identify any manual reconciliation items 

– Submit FFR each quarter before the due 
date 

–Bring operating COH balances as close to 
zero as possible until the implementation 
occurs 
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ACM$ Use Cases 
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Outreach  

• We are here to help your financial staff get 
set-up: 
– Gain access to Research.gov 

– Request cash payments 

– Submit quarterly reports 

– Use Research.gov and Financial Functions 

• Outreach Visits 
– If interested, we could visit you on one of our next 

outreach trips to provide assistance 
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Before this happens… 
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Contact Us 

Mike Howe – Section Head – mhowe@nsf.gov or (703) 292-8285 
Dorothy Battle – dbattle@nsf.gov or (703) 292-4440  
AL, CO,  FL, ID, KY, MA, MS, NH, RI, SC, UT, WI, and Fellowship payments   
Ilene Caruso – icaruso@nsf.gov or (703) 292-8334  
 CA, HI, IA, NM, NY, WY and all SBIR Phase I awards 
Karen Cavanaugh – kcavanau@nsf.gov or (703) 292-2411 
 USP & Foreign Grantees (Monday and Tuesday only.  Call any other  
accountant on other business days)  
Justin Poll – jpoll@nsf.gov or (703) 292-4663 
IL, KS, LA, ME, MT, NC, NE, OK, OR, VA 
Denise Robinson – drobinso@nsf.gov or (703) 292-8293 
AZ, CT, GA, MI, MN, NJ, PA, TN, TX, and all SBIR Phase II awards 
Alisha Williams – aliwilli@nsf.gov or 703-292-4539 
 AK, AR, DC, DE, IN, MD, MO, ND, NV, OH, SD, VT, WA,  and WV 
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