
Justify That! 
What Investigators and Grant Development Need to Know 

 
Links, Writing Examples, and Grant Guides: 
 

Sponsor Document/Site Link  

Education Office of Postsecondary Education 
Program page 

http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/p
rograms.html 

Education Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools 
Sample Budget Narrative 

http://www2.ed.gov/admins/grants/apply/te
chassist/resource_pg8.html 

Dept. of 
Energy 

Site with most application forms incl. 
justification form 

http://www.eere.energy.gov/golden/Applicat
ion_Forms.aspx  

NIH Developing your budget http://grants.nih.gov/grants/developing_bud
get.htm 

NIH *  NCI’s “Quick Guide for Grant 
Applications: Budget and Justification”: 

http://deainfo.nci.nih.gov/extra/extdocs/gnta
pp.pdf 

NIH NIAID’s "Strategy for NIH Funding: Plan 
Your Budget": 

http://www.niaid.nih.gov/researchfunding/gr
ant/strategy/pages/3forms.aspx#j01 

NIH NIGMS’s “Tips for New NIH Grant 
Applicants”: 

http://www.nigms.nih.gov/Research/Applicat
ion/Tips.htm 

NIH NIMH’s “Common Mistakes in Writing 
Applications”:  

http://www.nimh.nih.gov/research-
funding/grants/common-mistakes-in-writing-
applications.shtml 

NIH FIC’s “Frequently Asked Questions” 
(especially relevant to applications that 
involve foreign components 

http://www.fic.nih.gov/Grants/Pages/Freque
ntly-Asked-Questions.aspx 

NIH NCCAM’s “Grantsmanship Workshop” 
(budgets are discussed at about the 50 
minute mark of Part 7): 

http://nccam.nih.gov/news/events/grants08/ 

NSF Grant Proposal Guide (2011 edition) www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf
11001/gpg_index.jsp 

NSF Basic template published by 
armstrong.edu  

http://www.armstrong.edu/images/grants/Sa
mple_NSFBudgetJustification_11.19.09.pdf  

USDA Budget Example from USDA web site.  
 

http://www.nifa.usda.gov/funding/eipm/pdfs
/11_eipm_budget_example_2011.pdf 

USDA The USDA/NIFA Grants.gov application 
guide 

http://www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/grant_f
orms/nifa_grants_dot_gov_instructions_3_22
_10.pdf 
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